STATE OF CALIFORNIA

TED GAINES
STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION First District, Sacramento
PROPERTY TAX DEPARTMENT

PO BOX 942879, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 94279-0064 _ SALLY J. LIEBER
Second District, San Francisco

1-916-274-3350 @ FAX 1-916-285-0134
www.boe.ca.gov ANTONIO VAZQUEZ
Third District, Santa Monica
MIKE SCHAEFER

Fourth District, San Di

October 22, 2026 our ISTriCi an Diego

MALIA M. COHEN
State Controller

YVETTE M. STOWERS
Executive Director

No. 2026/040

To County Assessors and Interested Parties:

Property Tax Rule 323

State Board of Equalization (BOE) staff are working on a project to amend Property Tax Rule 323,
Postponements and Continuances. A draft of the proposed edits to Rule 323 is enclosed. The
proposed amendments are shown in strike-out and underline format.

The proposed amendments establish standards for evaluating property tax appeal postponement
requests. The changes require that follow-up requests be made in writing and supported by good
cause. The proposed amendments define what good cause means and identify specific factors the
county board or clerk must consider when deciding if a postponement should be granted. These
proposed amendments were initiated by the BOE's Board Work Group efforts and follow directives
from the BOE's April 2026 Board Meeting.

County Assessors and other interested parties are invited to participate in the Rule 323 rulemaking
process. Suggested revisions to the draft should be sent to Ms. Rocio Astoquilca by December 7,
2026. You may:

e Email: Rocio.Astoquilca@boe.ca.gov

e Mail to address:
Rocio Astoquilca
State Board of Equalization
Property Tax Department, MIC 64
P.O. Box 942879
Sacramento, CA 94279-0064

Upon reviewing the submitted suggestions, this project will proceed as follows:

o Staff will meet with interested parties to discuss the language for the rule.
e The BOE will hear presentations on issues regarding the language of the rule and vote to
place the rule into the formal rulemaking process.


https://www.boe.ca.gov/
mailto:Rocio.Astoquilca@boe.ca.gov
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Interested Parties

All documents regarding this project will be available on the BOE's website under Property Tax
Projects. If you have questions regarding this project, contact Ms. Rocio Astoquilca at 916-274-
3305.

Sincerely,

/s/ David Yeung
David Yeung
Deputy Director

Property Tax Department

DY:ra
Enclosure


https://www.boe.ca.gov/proptaxes/proptaxprojects.htm

State of California

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION
PROPERTY TAX RULES

Division 1. State Board of Equalization-Property
Tax Chapter 3. Local Equalization
Article 1. Hearing by County Board

Rule 323. Postponements and Continuances.

Authority: Section 15606, Government Code.
Reference: Sections 1605.6 and 1606, Revenue and Taxation Code.

(a)(1) The applicant and/or the assessor shall be allowed one postponement as a matter
of right, the request for which must be made not later than 21 days before the hearing is
scheduled to commence.

(2) If the applicant requests a postponement as a matter of right within 120 days of the
expiration of the two-year limitation period provided in section 1604 of the Revenue and
Taxation Code, the postponement shall be contingent upon the applicant's written
agreement to extend and toll indefinitely the two-year period subject to termination of the
agreement by 120 days written notice by the applicant.

(3) The assessor is not entitled to a postponement as a matter of right if the request is
made within 120 days of the expiration of the two-year period, but the board, in its
discretion, may grant such a request.

(b)(1) Any subsequent requests for a postponement by the applicant or the assessor must
be made in writing, and good cause must be shown for the proposed postponement._The
board or the clerk shall determine whether good cause exists when convincing reasons or
circumstances would prevent a reasonable person from proceeding on the scheduled
date. In making this determination, the board or the clerk shall consider the following:

(i) The filing date of the appeal application;

(i) The number of prior postponements;

(i)  The length of the requested postponement;

(iv)  Whether alternative means exist to address the problem that gave rise to the
request for a postponement;

(v) The prejudice that parties or witnesses are likely to suffer as a result of granting
or denying the postponement;

(vi) The board's calendar and the impact of granting a postponement on other
pending matters;

(vii)  Whether the interests of justice are best served by a postponement, or by
imposing conditions on the postponement; and

(viii)  Any other fact or circumstance relevant to the fair determination of the request.




Property Tax Rule 323

(2) A stipulation by an applicant and the assessor shall be deemed to constitute good
cause, but shall result in extending and tolling indefinitely the two-year limitation period
subject to termination of the agreement by 120 days written notice by the applicant. Any
information exchange dates remain in effect based on the originally scheduled hearing date
notwithstanding the hearing postponement, except as provided in regulation 305.1(d) of
this subchapter.

{b)(c) A board of supervisors may delegate decisions concerning postponement to the clerk
in accordance with locally adopted rules. Requests for postponement shall be considered
as far in advance of the hearing date as is practicable.

{e)}(d) At the hearing, the board or a hearing officer may continue a hearing to a later date.
The board or hearing officer must make every reasonable effort to maintain continuous
hearings. If either party requests a continuance, and the board or hearing officer grants it,
the continuance should not exceed 90 days, unless the parties at the hearing stipulate to a
longer continuance. However, a longer continuance may be granted by the board or hearing
officer where reasonable cause for the continuance is established to the satisfaction of the
board or hearing officer by the requesting party, or where the reasonable needs of the
county board of equalization or assessment appeals board or hearing officer dictate the
necessity for a longer continuance. The reasons justifying the continuance shall be stated
on the record. Notwithstanding the prior provisions of this subdivision (d), the board or
hearing officer shall not, without reasonable cause, grant the assessor a continuance after
the applicant has presented his or her case; however, the assessor shall be granted a
continuance under section 441(h) of the Revenue and Taxation Code if the applicant has
introduced information at the hearing which had previously been requested of the applicant
by the assessor. Likewise, the board or hearing officer shall not, without reasonable cause,
grant the applicant a continuance after the assessor has presented his or her case;
however, the applicant shall be granted a continuance under section 408(f)(3) of the
Revenue and Taxation Code if the assessor has introduced information at the hearing
which had previously been requested of the assessor by the applicant.

{d)(e) If the applicant requests a continuance within 90 days of the expiration of the
two-year period specified in section 1604 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, the board
may require a written extension signed by the applicant extending and tolling the two-year
period indefinitely subject to termination of the agreement by 120 days written notice by the
applicant. The clerk shall inform the applicant or the applicant's agent and the assessor in
writing of the time and place of the continued hearing not less than 10 days prior to the new
hearing date, unless the parties agree in writing or on the record to waive written notice.

History: Adopted May 11, 1967, effective June 11, 1967.
Amended May 21, 1968, effective June 26, 1968.
Amended November 20, 1968, effective November 22, 1968.
Amended October 6, 1999, effective April 22, 2000.
Amended December 12, 2018, effective January 1, 2020.
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