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July 20, 2023

Honorable Chairman Antonio Vazquez
California State Board of Equalization
P.O. Box 942879

Sacramento, CA 94279-0072

RE: Proposal for the Creation of a Specialized Unit within the Board of
Equalization’s Legal Office to Support and Address the Needs of
Small and Mid-Sized Counties Submitted by Controller Cohen.

Dear Honorable Chairman Vazquez,

I would like to express my appreciation of the proposal submitted by Controller
Cohen to expand the legal team of the Board of Equalization (BOE) and assist
small and mid-sized County Assessors with legal inquiries. Similarly, I would
also like to commend the BOE for exploring strategic courses of action that may
allow our administrations to further benefit the property owners of California.

Although the County Assessors consider the current legal team with the BOE to
be a valued resource, employing a specialized unit may provide added support for
our shared commitment of delivering fair and equitable assessments. As Ms.
Cohen mentioned in her proposal, small and mid-sized counties, at times, lack the
resources to obtain legal counsel with expertise in certain areas of property
valuation. Consequently, the Assessors rely on each other for knowledge, mutual
experiences and/or sharing of expert staff. As Ms. Cohen also pointed out,
occasionally Assessors must independently research and make individual
determinations.

Additional legal resources, specifically for small and mid-sized counties, would
be appreciated if your Board finds feasibility in execution of the proposal.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter. If you or your staff
have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Respectfully,

q&;&ug@b

Kristine Lee
California Assessors’ Association President
Kings County Assessor/Clerk/Recorder

cC: Ms. Malia Cohen, Controller
Ms. Yvette Stowers, Executive Director
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