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PROFILE

The Tax Area Services Section (TASS) is charged with the responsibility of maintaining, recording and reporting 
to the various county auditors and assessors, all changes to jurisdictional boundaries of revenue districts that 
are required to file with the Board of Equalization (BOE). TASS makes the final determination of the physical 
location of all jurisdictional boundaries of revenue districts based upon the documents filed by the various 
districts. TASS administers the tax rate area system and provides the tax rate chart segment of the Board Roll of 
state-assessed properties.

TAX RATE AREA (TRA) SYSTEM

A tax rate area is a specific geographic area, all of which is within the jurisdiction of the same unique 
combination of local agencies and school entities for the current fiscal year. The tax rate area numbering 
system is based on a six-digit number. The first three digits refer to primary areas and the last three digits 
identify secondary areas.



• Section 54900 Statement; filing required. “When there is a change in boundaries . . . the tax 
or assessment levying authority of the city or district shall file or cause to be filed a 
statement of the creation or change . . .”

• Section 54901 Contents. “The statement shall be in the form required by the Board of 
Equalization and include a certified copy of the ordinance or resolution ordering the creation 
of or change in boundary . . . a legal description . . . and a map or plat . . .”

• Section 54902.5 Schedule of fees. “. . . the State Board of Equalization shall establish a 
schedule of fees for filing and processing the statements and maps or plats . . .”

• Section 54903 Failure to file.  “The creation of any city, district or zone thereof or the change 
in its boundaries is not effective for assessment or taxation purposes nor shall the tax or the 
special assessment levy of a district previously levying and collecting taxes or special 
assessments based on its own assessment be carried on a city or county assessment roll 
unless the statement and map or plat is filed pursuant to this chapter.”  

STATUTORY AUTHORITY
California Government Code



Maintains & establishes boundaries of:

5,542   Map Details
60,992 Valid TRAs
9,839   Active Districts



HISTORICAL  SAMPLES

1963-1995 The tax-rate area system was historically maintained on hand drawn linen roll maps and blue line code charts.
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DIGITAL MAPPING AND DATA MANAGEMENT

1995-2011  The TRA system was maintained on hand drawn paper and CAD hybrid maps and database code charts.



TODAYS MAPPING AND DATA MANAGEMENT

2011-2018 The TRA structure is maintained using data management and reporting tools created for TASS by the desktop 
applications unit, Digital mapping is performed in both ACAD and ESRI products. 



For the local governments that utilize our maps and data to 
complete the assessment cycle, the end product of Tax Area 
Services Section is delivered in various electronic formats.  

Changes for the roll year are processed by updating the 
BOE map details and data base programs to reflect the 
requested changes and produce the annual reports and 
maps of valid Tax Rate Areas.





FILING A BOUNDARY CHANGE WITH BOE



SAMPLE OF SIMPLE ANNEXATION



HOW TO COMPLETE BOE-400-TA (P1) REV. 02 (10-09)





STATEMENT REVIEW

REQUIRED ITEMS

Required for all GENERAL boundary changes:
 BOE-400-TA Form
 Certificate of Completion (LAFCo only)
 Resolution of conducting authority
 County Auditor’s letter of TRA assignment (consolidated counties only)
 Geographic description
 Map(s) and supporting documents
 Vicinity map
 Assessor parcel number(s) of affected territory
 Fee

Required for all CITY boundary changes:
 Map of limiting addresses
 Alphabetical list of all streets within the affected area to include beginning and ending street numbers
 Estimated population
 Total assessed value of all property in subject territory



OFFICIAL CITY BOUNDARIES MAINTAINED BY TASS



CITY BOUNDARIES  





BOE OPEN DATA PORTAL



BOE Open Data Portal
(Testing) Environment to provide 

TASS data and Maps online. 





CONTACT INFORMATION

• By Mail: State Board of Equalization, Tax Area Services Section, 
PO Box 942879, MIC: 59, Sacramento, CA 94279-0059

• By Email: TASS@BOE.CA.GOV

• By Phone: 916-274-3250

• Contact Ric Schwarting at ricard.schwarting@boe.ca.gov or at 
916-274-3261
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