Scope of Assessment Practices Surveys

Government Code sections 15640 and 15642 define the scope of an assessment practices survey. As
directed by those statutes, a survey addresses the adequacy of the procedures and practices employed
by the assessor in the valuation of property, the volume of assessing work as measured by property
type, and the performance of other duties enjoined upon the assessor.
In addition, pursuant to Revenue and Taxation Code 1 section 75.60, the BOE determines through the
survey program whether a county assessment roll meets the standards for purposes of certifying the
eligibility of the county to continue to recover costs associated with administering supplemental
assessments. Such certification is obtained through statistical sampling or survey of assessment topics.
•

Sampling Program
The ideal assessment ratio from the statistical result is 100 percent, and the minimum
acceptable ratio is 95 percent. Disparity among assessments is measured by the sum of absolute
differences found in the sample; the ideal sum of absolute differences is 0 percent and the
maximum acceptable number is 7.5 percent. If the assessment roll meets the minimum
standards for ratio and disparity, the county is eligible to continue to recover the administrative
cost of processing supplemental assessments.

•

Survey of Assessment Topics
A survey team may determine — based on objective standards defined in regulation—that there
are no significant assessment problems in the county.

An assessment practices survey is not a comprehensive audit of the assessor's entire operation. The
survey team does not examine internal fiscal controls or the internal management of an assessor's office
outside those areas related to assessment. In terms of current auditing practices, an assessment
practices survey resembles a compliance audit—the survey team's primary objective is to determine
whether assessments are being made in accordance with property tax law.
Government Code section 15643 defines when a survey of a county's assessment practices and
procedures and a sampling of assessments on the local assessment roll will be conducted.
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Unless otherwise stated, all statutory references are to the California Revenue and Taxation Code and all rule
references are to sections of California Code of Regulations, Title 18, Public Revenues.
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